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Shimane International

Center, Hamada City and
Hamada Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
are organising: The IWAMI-
KAGURA Mesmerising
Shinto Dame Perfunnanee.

mﬂmﬂm 492,
Annasalal, Teynampet.




TRINITY MIRROR - 05.12.2012
(English evening daily)

ol

fut

in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the Japan-india Diplomatic Relations, the Consulate-
Dosokal, Tamilnadu

General of Japan at Chennai, the Japan Foundation at New Delhi, ABK-AOTS
Centre, and Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), will hold “IWAMI-KAGURA" mesmerizing

dance performance by IWAM_IKAGUFIA Group from Japan at 6:30 p.m. tomorrow at Kamaraj Arangam.
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Age no bar for
this performer

‘Shinichi Terada
. Chennat, Dec, 9
Tochisada Yanagiyama was
dancing sround the s m
rhythm ‘accompanied
flute and taiko drums far an
hour while carrying a 20 kg
bright green serpent that was
16 metres long.

The 72-year-old Japanese
has been performing Iwami
Kagura, Japan's Shinto folk
dance, for 50 years. After his
perfurma:nee in Chennai, Ya-
nagiyama smiles amiably and
says, “I am very satisfied. Twas
very excited to perform in In-

dia again.” He was surround- Tochisada Yanagiyama is one of 15 Iwami Kagura
performers from Japan, — ABK-AOTS Dasokal

ed by an Indian audience
cing to take pictures and ap-

“In India, many 72 year-old
people cannot even walk,”
says P, Kumar, a Zﬁ-year.anm
Japanese language teacher in
the city. “I am impressed by
his energy.”

Yanagivama is p?r? of 15
Iwami Kagura ormers
from Japan who performed

recently at the packed Kam-

lebrate the 60*annit
celebrate 6 wamary
of India-Japan diplomatic re-
lations.

The masked dancers, wear--

ing brightly-coloured cos-
tumes, Interacted with the
audience by passing out choe-

olates to the audience.

“T like it very much. It helps
us to understand Japanese dous
customs. [ am looking for-
ward to another event like
Kabuki,” -says: Pavithra Pra-
kash, one of the audience
members, after the perform-
ance,

“Especially, the movements
of the serpent are attractive, I
have never seen anything like
this before.”

A ‘native of Shimane-Pre-
fecture, Yanagiyama first
started practising Iwami Kag-
ura dances at the age of 22. 1
have grown up seeing the per-
formances as they are every-

where in Shimane The
perfurmances had a tremen—M
impact on me, My son
and my grandson practise this
dance now."
Back in Japan, the perform-

ers have regular jobs and

practise the dance as a hobby.

Yanagiyama has pmrl'uuned
6,000 times: in 10 countries
including China, Saudi Ara-
bia, Australia and the US: “
want to continue performing
as long as my body allows me
to do so,” he says with a smile.

T definitely want to come

‘backta India.”

(The author is an intern
with Business Line.)
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